
 

                            

Aims 

❖ To nurture the love and joy of reading and create a reading community within and beyond the 

school.  

❖ To create a strong reading culture through a language-rich environment within classrooms and 

the wider school environment. 

❖ To prioritize reading across the curriculum. 

❖ To nurture fluent, confident, and independent readers who can transfer reading skills across 

the curriculum and beyond. 

❖ To ensure a balanced mix of approaches to reading so that students acquire the skills required, 

a positive attitude and confidence, and a lifelong love of reading.  

❖ To develop digital literacy skills that help readers to navigate information, evaluate and 

communicate on various digital platforms. 

❖ To support the UAE National Agenda target and ensure students in the UAE rank among the 

best in the world in reading.  

Opportunities for Reading 

I.  Guided Reading  

II. Reading Across the Curriculum  

III. Home Reading 

I.  Guided Reading  

Guided reading in kindergarten is an instructional approach that involves working with small 

groups of students who are at similar reading levels. Each group reads a text that matches their 

reading ability, allowing the teacher to tailor instruction to their needs. During these sessions, the 

teacher assesses each child's decoding skills and comprehension to ensure they are progressing 

towards becoming independent readers. In the Kinder Learning Center, guided reading typically  

 

Delhi Private School Dubai 

 

Division/ Department: English 

 

Subject:   Reading Policy 

Reference Number: DPSD/ENG/0011/2014 

Issue Date: March 2014 

Revision Date: Mar’15/ Mar’16/ Mar’17 

/Jun’18/Jun’20/Sep’20/Sep’21/ Sep’22 

/Sep’23/Sep’24/Sep’25 



 

happens once a month, providing regular opportunities for individualized attention and 

assessment.  

 

A designated weekly focus-group reading period is plotted in the timetable in Phase 2. These skill-

based sessions focus on the application of higher-order reading skills. A different focus-group is 

taught by the teacher during each session, whereby students are taught new skills to progress in 

their reading skills. Activities are then carried out to encourage extended learning and the 

application of skills. Formative assessments are carried out during the lessons using digital apps 

and reading programs for retrieving direct information, making inferences, summarizing and more. 

 

Wider Reading Opportunities 

❖ The school provides myriad opportunities to raise the profile of reading for every student. 

❖ A joyful reading environment in the libraries offers a range of books to meet and develop 

students’ needs and interests. 

❖ New titles are added to the libraries based on the students’ reading wish list for every grade. 

❖ Reading sessions in the reading alcoves in school walkways. 

❖ Reading displays and reading corners in classrooms. 

❖ Interactive display boards and digital boards. 

❖ Monthly e-magazine where students contribute original pieces of writing. 

❖ A variety of literary activities and competitions. 

❖ Inter-school and intra-school literary competitions. 

❖ Celebration of Literacy Week. 

❖ Annual Days, radio shows, and morning assemblies. 

❖ Participation in the annual Emirates Literature Festival. 

❖ Dress-up days linked to authors and characters. 

❖ Reading Under The Sun – outdoor reading experience. 

❖ Visits to book fairs. 

❖ Buddy reading, mystery reader, read-aloud, storytelling, reading challenges, DEAR time, 

innovative contests, and author interactions. 

❖ DPS Live! 

❖ Socratic seminars. 

❖ Harkness Table discussions. 

❖ Research-based projects such as RARE  

 

II. Reading Across the Curriculum 

Each academic year is guided by powerful themes that enrich student learning, and this year 

continues to provide meaningful opportunities for students to read widely and sharpen their reading 

skills.  

Reading across the curriculum helps develop students’ ability to access information and read with 

understanding and write accurately across subject areas. Reading literacy also promotes students’ 

ability to hypothesize, present information, and extend their thinking.  



 

This school year is marked yet again as the year of concerted focus on promoting reading across the 

curriculum. Weekly reading activities, an assessment component, and a year-end Annual Award for 

Reading have been established. 

Prioritize ‘reading literacy’ across the curriculum 

❖ Engagement with wider reading perspectives from a range of sources such as journals, real-world 

case studies, and news articles is encouraged. 

❖ Extensive use of reading strategies and text structures in all subjects to develop reading of complex 

academic texts. 

❖ A focused weekly reading task in all subjects. 

❖ The Wordy activity helps build Tier-3 and advanced vocabulary of students. 

❖ Subject teachers and librarians work in tandem for the RaPS (Resource Access Program Support) 

initiative to support readers of different levels. 

Provide targeted vocabulary instruction in every subject 

❖ Use of Tier 2 (high-frequency words) and Tier 3 (subject-specific) vocabulary across the curriculum. 

Develop students’ ability to read complex academic texts 

❖ Active student engagement to comprehend complex texts and make use of prior knowledge in the 

subject. 

❖ Use reading strategies, such as activating prior knowledge, prediction, and questioning. 

❖ Use the strategy of chunking to break down complex texts into manageable pieces. 

Break down complex writing tasks 

❖ Writing instruction is combined with reading in every subject. This is achieved through: 

▪ Higher-order text structures to generate inferences and promote writing. 

▪ Graphic organizers, KWL charts, summarizing, and note-taking. 

▪ Reading and assessing the work of peers. 

▪ Independent research, note-making, and making references to broaden opportunities in different 

disciplines. 

❖ RARE projects in Phases 2, 3, & 4. 

❖ Interdisciplinary theme-based newspaper in Phase 3. 

❖ TEDx 

❖ MUN 

❖ Multidisciplinary Annual Days 

❖ Symposiums 

❖ Interdisciplinary projects 

 

 



 

III. Home Reading 

Home reading is as essential as reading at school. It provides students the opportunity to practice 

the skills and strategies they are being taught at school, sharing their learning with their families and 

develop a love of reading and sharing books.  

Students are expected to read at home each day. They may read books issued from the school library, 

the books distributed under the READ program or their own books. Additionally, they are 

encouraged to explore a rich variety of reading sources such as newspapers, media, blogs, personal 

experiences, journal and magazine articles, expert opinions, and encyclopedias. 

  Reading Programs and Other Initiatives 

❖ KG Read Program: The Jolly Phonics Program is a multi-sensory, fun and child-centered 

approach to literacy through synthetic phonics with actions for each of the 42 letter sounds. The 

tricky words are introduced through engaging activities to ensure students learn to read and spell 

these with automaticity and fluency. 

❖ GPC (Grapheme Phoneme Correspondence), free reading time at the Kinder Learning Centre and 

classroom library kindle a love of reading in Phase 1.  

❖ READ programs across the school develop advanced reading skills in students. The difficulty 

level of these books is higher than the texts prescribed by the CBSE. Every student takes part in 

guided reading sessions with his or her teacher, weekly.  

❖ RAZ-Plus program in the Kindergarten builds strong foundational reading literacy. In addition, 

Level-up (Grades I-II) and Achieve 3000 (Grades III-X) accelerate students’ literacy growth. 

❖ StoryWalk® is an innovative outdoor reading program in Phase 2 to foster a love of reading while 

enhancing higher-order reading skills. 

❖ Programs such as FOP (Focus Group of PISA) and FOT (Focus Group of TIMMS) train students 

for PISA and TIMSS. 

❖ Star Reader: The librarians recognize students who are highly engaged in reading. 

❖ Initiatives such as Privilege Library Card, Spotlight on Author, and Summer Reading Challenge 

amplify students’ reading interests and skills. 

❖ Reaper of Learning Award (RAC Award): The award recognizes exceptional reading skills across 

curriculum. 

 

Assessment and Monitoring of Progress 

Reading Assessments:  

❖ A baseline assessment is conducted at the entry-level of KG-I to assess students’ knowledge of 

phonics.  

❖ GL assessment in KG-I and KG-II is conducted to assess students’ progress in reading 

comprehension skills. 

❖ NGRT, a standardized reading assessment, is conducted to determine students’ SAS and reading 

age vis-à-vis their chronological age. 

❖ The Oxford Reading Tree levelled books are used to assign reading levels to students in 

Kindergarten. Assessments are conducted twice a term in KGI and KG II. The observations are 

tabulated and analyzed to identify students who are above and below grade-level expectations. 

❖ Regular observation of students’ reading skills is carried out in the Kinder Learning Center. 

❖ Reading comprehension is an integral domain of formal internal assessment through all 

phases.  

 



 

❖ Questions based on READ books form part of the Summative Assessment to evaluate 

students’ understanding and appreciation of literature.  

❖ RAC is a part of internal assessment in all subjects. 

❖ PISA and PIRLS, international benchmark assessments, measure students’ reading 

comprehension and literacy skills. 

❖ IBTs such as ASSET, TIMSS, and SAFAL also help ascertain students’ strengths and 

weaknesses in reading. 

❖ The excellent performance in the CBSE Board examination reflects the students’ Reading 

proficiency and their critical and analytical thinking.  

❖ PIE (Proficiency of International Examination) is conducted twice a year. 

 

  

Interventions to Support Underperforming Readers 

 

Interventions aim to improve students' reading by enhancing their decoding, fluency, 

comprehension or vocabulary. 

❖ Next Steps Planner in Kindergarten English lessons to support the underperforming readers. 

❖ One-to-one in-class support by Mentee. (Remedial Teacher) 

❖ Summer Reading Support program. 

❖ Regular sessions with SENCO. 

❖ Setting reading goals. 

❖ Reading intervention strategies such as read-aloud, breaking text into smaller chunks, use of 

visual clues and rewards for effort and completion.  

❖ Scaffolding and Teaching Assistants’ support during regular classes.  

❖ SEND department (HUGS) provides a responsive environment with specific pedagogical 

benefits for students with reading processing disorders or dyslexia. These students are 

supported and monitored by the special educator in one-on-one sessions. Observations, 

assessments and records of the progress of an individual student are conducted regularly. 

 
Challenging Accelerated Readers (GATE) 

❖ Program for Accelerated Readers: Advanced-level readers are provided with a list of 

recommended and age-appropriate books by the librarians. 

❖ Research-based projects such as The Wax Museum- Talking Books Project in Phase 2. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


